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Salvador Dalí was born on May 11, 1904 in 

Figueres, Spain, close to the French border. 

He attended drawing school and learned about 

painting as a young boy. At 18, he studied Art 

at the School of Fine Arts in Madrid, where he 

got a lot of attention because of his 

appearance. He wore his hair long,  

with sideburns and wore knee  

length pants and stockings  

(strange clothes for the time). He 

also gained a lot of attention for 

his paintings, in which he tried 

out the style of Cubism (like 

fellow Spaniard Pablo Picasso). 



In 1924, shortly before he would 
have graduated, he was 
expelled from the School of Fine 
Arts for saying that no one on 
the faculty of the school was 
competent to test him. Also in 
1924 he made his first visit to 
Paris and met Pablo Picasso, 
whom he admired and was 
influenced by. Dali mixed 
classical and modern 
techniques, sometimes in the 
same painting, which confused 
critics and art patrons. He grew 
a wild moustache, which would 
become a trademark of his 
personal look for the rest of his 
life. 

The Basket of Bread (1926) 



The First Days of Spring (1929) 

In 1929, he met a 
Russian woman 
named Gala, who 
would become his 
wife, model, and 
inspiration for much of 
his work. 

He joined a group of 
artists from the 
Montparnasse area of 
Paris who were 
Surrealists. The 
subject matter of his 
paintings became very 
dreamlike, dealing with 
images from the 
subconscious. 



The Persistence of Memory (1931) 

 

His most famous painting, challenges the idea that time is rigid. It is also 

said to be an interpretation of Einsteinôs theory of relativityïthe warping of 

space & time by gravity. 



Lobster Telephone (1936) 

(yes, it worked) 

Aside from painting, Dalí 

created sculptures and other 

objects, dabbled in theater, 

fashion and photography. He 

was hired by a wealthy art 

patron to create these two 

works of art for his mansion: 

Lobster Telephone and Mae 

West Lips Sofa. 

Mae West Lips Sofa (1936) 

(Mae West was a famous actress whose 

lips Dalí found interesting) 


