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Salvador Domingo Felipe Jacinto Dalí I 
Doménech, Marquis of Dalí de Púbol 

Salvador Dalí was born on May 11, 1904 in 

Figueres, Spain, close to the French border. 

He attended drawing school and learned about 

painting as a young boy. At 18, he studied Art 

at the School of Fine Arts in Madrid, where he 

got a lot of attention because of his 

appearance. He wore his hair long,  

with sideburns and wore knee  

length pants and stockings  

(strange clothes for the time). He 

also gained a lot of attention for 

his paintings, in which he tried 

out the style of Cubism (like 

fellow Spaniard Pablo Picasso). 



In 1924, shortly before he would 
have graduated, he was 
expelled from the School of Fine 
Arts for saying that no one on 
the faculty of the school was 
competent to test him. Also in 
1924 he made his first visit to 
Paris and met Pablo Picasso, 
whom he admired and was 
influenced by. Dali mixed 
classical and modern 
techniques, sometimes in the 
same painting, which confused 
critics and art patrons. He grew 
a wild moustache, which would 
become a trademark of his 
personal look for the rest of his 
life. 

The Basket of Bread (1926) 



The First Days of Spring (1929) 

In 1929, he met a 
Russian woman 
named Gala, who 
would become his 
wife, model, and 
inspiration for much of 
his work. 

He joined a group of 
artists from the 
Montparnasse area of 
Paris who were 
Surrealists. The 
subject matter of his 
paintings became very 
dreamlike, dealing with 
images from the 
subconscious. 



The Persistence of Memory (1931) 

 

His most famous painting, challenges the idea that time is rigid. It is also 

said to be an interpretation of Einstein’s theory of relativity–the warping of 

space & time by gravity. 



Lobster Telephone (1936) 

(yes, it worked) 

Aside from painting, Dalí 

created sculptures and other 

objects, dabbled in theater, 

fashion and photography. He 

was hired by a wealthy art 

patron to create these two 

works of art for his mansion: 

Lobster Telephone and Mae 

West Lips Sofa. 

Mae West Lips Sofa (1936) 

(Mae West was a famous actress whose 

lips Dalí found interesting) 



Gala in the Window (1933) 



Swans reflecting elephants (1937) 



The Metamorphosis of Narcissus (1937) 

While most of the 
surrealists were 
radical in their political 
beliefs, Dalí refused to 
discuss politics. Other 
artists accused him of 
being interested only 
in the money he could 
make through his art. 
He was eventually 
“disowned” by the 
Surrealists.  

When World War II 
started in Europe, Dalí 
and Gala fled to the 
United States. 



Sleep (1937) 

Said to depict a monster help up by the crutches of reality 



He worked on several films with famous 
directors, such as Alfred Hitchcock 
(Spellbound). In 1946, he began work on 
an animated film for Walt Disney called 
Destino. Dalí created dreamlike images 
of odd figures flying and walking around 
for a film that told the story of a 
mythological god who falls in love with a 
mortal woman. The project ran out of 
money and was never completed. In 
2003, it was found and shown in limited 
release. 

Destino (1946/2003) 



Three Sphinxes of Bikini (1947) 

Bikini Atoll was a 
string of islands 
where nuclear 
testing was done 
in the 1940s. This 
painting is said to 
depict the three 
“heads” of 
humanity (the 
human head), 
Nature (the trees) 
and destruction 
(the mushroom 
cloud in the 
distance). 



Les Elephants (1948) 



The Dali Atomicus, photo by Philippe Halsman (1948) 

After World War II 

ended, he returned to 

Spain. He had become 

interested in optical 

illusions as a way of 

creating false reality. If 

you look closely at this 

photo, you can see the 

wires holding up the 

objects (something we 

can do now with 

computers!) Dalí 

himself is the man in 

mid air in the center of 

the photo. 



Rinoceronte vestido con puntillas (1956) 



The Royal Heart (1959) 

Between 1941 and 1970, Dalí created a set of 

39 jewels. His most famous, the Royal Heart, 

was made of gold and encrusted with 46 

rubies, 42 diamonds and 4 emeralds. It’s a 

moving sculpture: the center “beats” like a 

real human heart. These jewels are all on 

display at the Dalí museum in Catalonia, 

Spain (pictured below). 

Note the giant eggs along the 

roofline of the museum! 



Dalí was very unique in his appearance, 

always wearing a long cape, carrying a 

walking stick, and having a huge, waxed 

mustache. When he signed autographs, he 

always kept people’s pens.  

When he appeared on the Tonight show, he 

brought a leather Rhinoceros and refused 

to sit on anything but it during the TV 

interview. 



As his health deteriorated in the 1980s, he 

was unable to continue working. In 1982, King 

Juan Carlos of Spain bestowed upon him a 

title, making him the Marquis of Dalí de 

Púbol.The king visited Dalí in the hospital 

shortly before he died of heart failure on 

January 23, 1989.  He is buried at the Dalí 

Theatre and Museum in Figueres, Spain. 



Art Project 

 kids select a cut out or 

two from a magazine and 

use them as the starting 

point for their surrealist 

masterpiece.  

 

 For instance, use a cut 

out of a chimpanzee head, 

then use markers or 

colored pencils to draw 

an elephant’s body, then 

add other surreal images 

to create your own dream 

scene. 

 

 



This presentation is based 

on a version found at  

fieldartdiscovery.com.  

  

 Thanks to Art Discovery at 

Field School! 
  


