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Edward Hopper 

Edward Hopper was born in 

upper Nyack, New York into a 

middle class family. He was a 

good student and showed a 

talent for drawing from the age 

of 5. He knew he wanted to be 

an artist, but his parents were 

worried that he couldn’t make a 

living at it, so they insisted that 

he become a commercial artist, 

working  for advertising 

agencies.  



He worked in 
advertising for years 
to pay the bills while 
painting on his own 
time. It took years 
before he became 
successful as a 
painter. 

 

He traveled to Europe 
several times and 
learned about the 
styles of painting that 
were popular at the 
time, but he kept his 
own style rather than 
adopting that of 
anyone else. 

Girl at Sewing Machine (1912) 



When he was 41, he 

married a fellow 

artist who gave up 

her career to be his 

model & manage his 

career. Finally, 

Hopper started to 

get recognition as a 

painter and he was 

able to stop working 

as a commercial 

artist. 

New York Restaurant (1922) 



Chop Suey (1929) 

He was able to sell 

paintings all through 

the depression, with 

many major 

museums buying his 

work as well as 

private collectors. 

 

Hopper’s work is 

famous for his 

distinctive use of 

light and shadow to 

create mood – often 

using windows as 

light sources in his 

paintings. 



Automat (1927) 

Hoppers painted 
everyday places and 
everyday American 
people. His 
paintings often feel 
like “stills” from a 
movie. They make 
the viewer imagine 
what is going on in 
the scene they are 
looking at. His 
subjects often seem 
lonely or isolated, 
and the viewer is 
often looking “in” to  
a scene from 
outside. 

What do you think this woman is doing or thinking? Is she 

happy or sad? What clues about her does the artist give us? 



New York Movie (1939) 

 

What is going on in this painting? 



 Office at Night 

(1940) 



Nighthawks (1942) 

This is Hopper’s most famous painting. It shows customers in an all-night 
diner. The diner is lit up with harsh lighting while outside it is dark. The 
viewer is outside, looking in. Would you want to go in and join these 
people? Does it look like they are having a good time at the diner? 



This is Hopper’s last watercolor, “Two 

Comedians” (1966). The two pantomimes 

are taking their final bow before their 

audience. Hopper’s wife confirmed after his 

death that he intended the figures to 

represent himself and her, taking their life’s 

last bows together as husband and wife. He 

died in his studio on May 15, 1967. She 

died 10 months later. 



This presentation is based on a 

version found at  

fieldartdiscovery.com.  

  

 Thanks to Art Discovery at Field 

School! 

  



Art project-  

Diner spoof 

 Nighthawks is used for many “spoofs” where other 

characters are placed in the same diner scene.  

 Have the kids create their own “take-off” of Nighthawks 

using pictures cut from magazines (cut out pictures in 

advance, faces of people no more than 2”).  

 Give each child a piece of 11x17 black construction 

paper and let them each choose 4 pictures of famous 

people from your cutouts. Have them use oil pastels to 

create their own city scene with the diner and then glue 

on their cutouts.  

 


