
Henri Matisse 

The Purple Robe 



Henri Matisse 

was born in 

France in 1869.  

He didn’t know he 

wanted to 

become an artist 

until he became 

very sick at the 

age of 23.   



Henri had just 

finished law 

school when he 

became ill.  He 

was on bed rest 

for one year! His 

mom bought him 

a brush and 

some paint to 

pass the time... 



Henri couldn’t have imagined how much he would love 

art. He forgot about becoming a lawyer and immersed 

himself in his creativity!  He married Amelie and had 

three children.  



Henri Matisse’s art was at first misunderstood.  People 

thought that his art was wild and called his art “fauvism.”  

This form of art used bold and intense colors. Do you 

think Henri used bold colors here? 



Henri used things around him for inspiration.  He 

used people, flowers, fruits, vegetables, and even 

furniture. These vegetables are from a market near 

to where Henri grew up.  Notice the vibrant reds!! 



Here are some paintings that Matisse painted of 

himself. 



If you ever get a 

chance to visit 

France, be sure to 

visit the Matisse 

Museum!  It has 

many of Henri’s 

beautiful works of 

art. 



This is a 

painting titled 

Madras Rouge.  

Look at how he 

uses bold 

colors and 

patterns. 



Do you think Matisse 

might have used 

some local flowers 

for inspiration? 



Henri certainly wasn’t 

afraid to be bold. 

Just look at his use 

of patterns, shapes, 

and colors! 



One of his most 

famous works of art is 

this painting, Purple 

Robe.  How many 

patterns does he use?  

How many colors does 

he have in this 

painting?  Why do you 

think this paining is 

called “Purple Robe” 

instead of “Striped 

Wall” or “Pretty 

Flowers?” 



Cut outs:  

Painting with Scissors 
• In his later years, Matisse was no longer 

able to paint. 

• Instead, he began making collages out 

of colorful cut outs of paper. 





Art Project 

• We will “paint with 

scissors” and make our 

own cut out art projects. 

• You will be given 4 

different colors of 

construction paper. Use 

one as your background.  

Cut shapes out of the 

other 3 sheets and glue 

onto your background. 

• Your design can be 

abstract or you can make 

an image with your cut 

outs. 

 

 


