
Georges Seurat 
 



This is the great and 

famous artist, Georges 

Seurat.  He was born on 

December 2, 1859.  He 

had a brother, Emile, and 

a sister, Marie-Berthe.  He 

started drawing when he 

was very young and took 

his first art class when he 

was sixteen years old! He 

died in 1891. 



Seurat was born in Paris, France.  France is 

across the Atlantic Ocean in Europe.  It would take 

about nine hours to get there by plane. 



George Seurat used pointillism to create 

his paintings and works of art.  

Pointillism means painting with dots.  

Georges Seurat saw that painting with 

dots made his art very bright and 

colorful.  Can you see the tiny dots in 

this piece of art?  



When Seurat would paint, he would put dots of two 

different colors next to each other to make it seem 

like one color.  For example, when you mix yellow 

and blue, what color do you get?  



This is a color wheel using Seurat’s technique of 

pointillism.  Can you see how the dots of color put 

on top of each other make other colors? 



Here is another one 

of Seurat’s paintings, 

The Circus.  You can 

see that the closer 

up you get, the better 

you can see each of 

the dots that Seurat 

made with his brush! 



Here are some other examples of artwork 

using the pointillism technique. 



Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La 

Grande Jatte 



The Island of La Grande Jatte still exists in 

France.  This is a picture of where people 

think Seurat may have painted his picture!  

But, we don’t know for sure. 



It took Seurat two years to paint this piece of art.  He 

was 25 years old when he started and he was 27 years 

old when he finished.  The painting is VERY large!  It is 

10 by 7 feet!  Here is the painting at the Art Institute of 

Chicago. 



Sunday Afternoon in Bikini 

Bottom La Grande Jatte 



Art Project–  

Pointillist Painting 

• Use a pencil to draw a 

simple image (flower, tree, 

animal, etc.) on your piece 

of 8 x 11 inch paper 

• Use Q-tips to paint, using 

the tips to create dots of 

paint to color your image. 

• Put dots close together to 

blend colors (e.g., yellow 

+ blue = green) 

 


