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Opening Night, Monday, May 22  
Jim May, World Renowned Storyteller 

7:00 P.M. 

Mon May 
22 

 
Jim May  

Tues  
May 23 

 
Sue Black  

Wed  
May 24 

 
Student  
Tellers  

Thurs 
May 25 

Emily Hooper 
Lansana & 

Glenda Zahra 
Baker  

9:15-9:35 
Kindergarten 

 
10-10:45 
1st & 2nd 
Grades 

9:15-9:35 
Kindergarten 

 
10-10:45 
1st & 2nd 
Grades 

9:15-10 
1st Grade 

 
10-10:45 

2nd Grade 

9:15-9:35 
Kindergarten 

 
10-10:45 
1st & 2nd 
Grades 

11:20-12:05 
5th Grade 

11:20-12:05 
5th Grade 

11:20-12:05 
5th Grade 

11:20-12:05 
5th Grade 

1:40-2 
Kindergarten 

1:40-2 
Kindergarten 

1:15-2 
3rd Grade 

1:40-2 
Kindergarten 

2:15-3:00 
3rd & 4th 
Grades 

2:15-3:00 
3rd & 4th 
Grades 

2:15-3:00 
4thGrade 

2:15-3:00 
3rd & 4th 
Grades 

Friday  
May 26 

 
Dan  

LeMonnier  

9:15-9:35 
Kindergarten 

 
10-10:45 
1st & 2nd 
Grades 

11:20-12:05 
5th Grade 

1:40-2 
Kindergarten 

2:15-3:00 
3rd & 4th 
Grades 
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Once upon a time, LMC Director, Mrs. Bev Frett and Story-
teller, Mrs. Sue Black decided to start a storytelling club at 
Clow School. Only four kids signed up. But with four kids we 
discovered we could do some really exciting things like visit 
other storytellers, tell to other kids at Clow School, and record 
stories on the Clow website. 
 
Since then, over 127 students have become storytellers. Story-
telling Club meets before and sometimes after school. This 
year, 26 students in grades three to five have participated. 
There is even a group of students who come back to Clow 
from Gregory Middle School to tell stories and they are known 
as the Tattle Tales. Our storytellers tell their stories to audi-
ences in classrooms, at preschools, for Brownie Troops, to 
classes at other schools, bookstores, festivals, at the District 
#204 Fine Arts Festival, and to their families.  
 
May 22 - 26, 2006 marks the Fourth Annual Clow School Sto-
rytelling Festival. The festival is 5 days of student and profes-
sional storytelling. It is a celebration of stories and the commu-
nity we create when we tell one another our stories.  
 
 New this year: Kids 'N Stories Change the World!  
The storytellers will collect change, coins only, during the week 
of the festival. All donations will be going to a cause re-
searched and selected by this year's storytellers, The Ameri-
can Cancer Society. We're out to prove that together, kids 'n 
stories can change the world!   
  Based on a story written by Sophie Luo (2003) 

Special thanks to the  
Illinois Arts Council,  The Clow School PTA, and 

All members of the Clow School Staff  
Please visit  

http://clow.ipsd.org/lmc_storytellers.html 
to hear stories and to find out more info! 
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Annie is a third grade storyteller who wants to be a 
teacher or a storyteller when she grows up. Her favorite 
part of storytelling is picking out new stories to tell. An-
nie’s best storytelling memory is her first storytelling 
festival! 
 
Fourth grader Jack, enjoys playing soccer and football, 
riding his bike and Heelys roller shoes, listening to 
Green Day, and telling stories that are funny. He is 
planning on being a football player when he grows up. 
 
Singing is fourth grader Karli’s number one pastime. 
Her best storytelling memory is telling her first story. 
When she grows up, Karli wants to be a singer or ac-
tress. She credits storytelling for helping her to be less 
nervous in front of people. 

17 

We gratefully acknowledge the funding provided by  
the  

Illinois Arts Council, The Clow School PTA 
and the entire Clow School Community 

 
 

For more information on storytelling and our storytellers 
visit the following websites: 

 
 National Storytelling Network  

www.storynet.org  
Illinois Storytelling, Inc.  

 www.storytelling.org 
Clow Student Storytellers 

http://clow.ipsd.org/lmc_storytellers.html 
 
 
 

Produced by  
Bev Frett, Sue Black, Ellen Keeline, and Mary Kroening  

2005-2006 



16 

 
When it comes to spinning 
a yarn, Dan LeMonnier is 
a master. Using music, wit 
and ample foolery, Dan is 
an engaging storyteller 
who brings to life such a 
wide variety of subjects as 
history, folk tales, fairy 
tales and literature. A 
singer, actor and writer, 
Dan has been enthralling 
audiences for more than 
20 years, performing 
around the world,  
 
Dan combines music, wit, animation and lots of foolery to take au-
diences on a thoroughly enjoyable ride of storytelling. Let Dan cre-
ate a show for you, with just the right songs, satire and shrewd 
humor to fit your business meeting, social occasion or convention. 
Dan has a reputation for knowing just the right thing to say at the 
right time and to eloquently put thoughts to music. 

Dan LeMonnier has been caught telling stories all his life and 
has taken his combination of music, wit & animation around the 
world from the Shanghi Children's Palace to the Smithsonian 
Institute and the 53rd Presidential Inaugural. Here's your 
chance to see and hear history, literature, folklore & music 
come to life! Heard any good stories lately? 

 http://www.class-act.com/acts/DanLeMonnier/index.asp 
 http://www.bass-schuler.com/danlemonnier.php4 
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Dan LeMonnier 
9:05-3:35 
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Delaney is a fourth grade storyteller. Getting up on 
stage and telling her story is what she likes most about 
storytelling. In her future, Delaney sees herself as a ma-
rine biologist. 
 
Fourth grade storyteller Megan wants to be a chef or an 
athlete when she grows up.  For now she enjoys sports 
like volleyball and soccer. She likes the great advice 
she gets from storytellers at club meetings. Her favorite 
storytelling memory is of the Double Deckers. 
 
Gillian, a third grader, likes making new friends and 
having fun in storytelling club. She is planning on being 
a vet when she grows up. Gillian’s best storytelling 
memory is of telling a tandem story with her brother, 
Pat, at the Fox Valley Folk Music and Storytelling Festi-
val in Geneva, IL. 
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Future lawyer or veterinarian, Elizabeth, loves dogs and 
history is this fifth grader’s favorite subject. Elizabeth really 
likes learning how to make a story sound exciting for her 
listeners. 
 
Nick, a fifth grader, wants to be a baseball player or a po-
lice officer when he grows up. He has three hermit crabs, 
loves playing outside, and pasta. Nick’s favorite story of all 
time is Marek, the Little Fool and this is Nick’s first year as 
a Clow Storyteller. 
 
Fourth grader Reilly Kate believes that the best part of sto-
rytelling is first the stories, then choosing the ones to tell 
and finally telling them to a good audience. In her future, 
she sees herself as an artist, a writer, a dancer, and a 
mom. One of Reilly Kate’s favorite songs is Over and Over 
by Lindsay Lohan. 

�������������	��
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In the Sprit combines the tal-
ents of vocalist Glenda Zahra 
Baker and Storyteller Emily 
Hooper Lansana. Emily and 
Zahra share the belief that 
creative expression can be a 
positive force of change. For 
more than 13 years, they have 
worked together teaching and 
performing their message of 
hope and determination. 

In the Spirit weaves stories, 
songs, rhythms, role-plays, chants and poetry into interactive les-
sons on Black History. Their programs encourage reflection, prob-
lem solving, and self-expression as they reinforce the positive val-
ues of the Black community. 

Glenda Zahra Baker, is an acclaimed musician recognized for her 
performance work and teaching skills. Her resume includes work 
with ETA Creative Arts foundation, Old Town School of Folk Music, 
Ravinia Festival, Albany Park Theater and Chicago Public Schools. 

Emily Hooper Lansana, noted storyteller and educator, is the former 
Director of Education at Lincoln Center Theater. Her experience in-
cludes teaching storytelling and performance at: Columbia College, 
Chicago State University, the University of Chicago, The Guild Com-
plex and in the Public School Schools. In addition to her perform-
ance work, she currently serves as Arts-in-Education consultant for 
ETA Creative Arts Foundation and Muntu Dance Theater.  
 

  http://yourfavoritestorytellers.org/baker-lansana.html 
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Emily Hooper  
Lansana & Glenda 

Zahra Baker 
9:05-3:35 
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Clow Student  
Storytellers 

9:15-10 
10-10:45 

11:20-12:05 
1:15-2 

2:15-3:00 

7 

Elyse is in fifth grade and her favorite part of storytelling is 
giving the audience something special. With the experi-
ence she has gained as a teller, Elyse enjoys helping new 
tellers along. In her future she sees herself as a meteor-
ologist because she especially likes tornadoes. Most of all, 
she loves to do track and is a great Irish dancer. 
 
Fifth grade storyteller, Jaime, enjoys playing tennis and 
volleyball. She is planning on being a lawyer when she 
grows up. The best part about storytelling club for Jaime is 
making new friends and telling new stories.  
 
Sarah is in fourth grade and she plans to be a professional 
ball player when she grows up. Her best storytelling mem-
ory is telling her first story. This summer Sarah will enjoy 
listening to Kelly Clarkson as she practices soccer. 
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Stephanie is a fifth grade storyteller who wants to be a 
band teacher when she grows up. The thing she likes 
most about storytelling club is that she gets to learn sto-
ries and entertain audiences. Stephanie will always re-
member the first time that she told a story to an audience. 
 
Lauren is a fifth grade storyteller. The best part about sto-
rytelling club for her is that it is really fun! Lauren enjoys 
reading, dancing, singing, and listening to music in her 
free time. Her plan is to be an American Idol winner some 
day. 
 
Future teacher or maybe doctor, Emily enjoys entertaining 
audiences by telling stories. This fourth grade storyteller 
really enjoyed the Neuqua Valley High School musical this 
year, almost as much as she enjoys watching The Suite 
Life of Zack and Cody. Emily’s favorite storytelling mem-
ory is last year’s storytelling festival. 

�������������	��
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Sue Black 
9:35-3:35 

Storyteller, writer, editor and coach, 
Sue has charmed audiences with 
her warmth and creativity since 
1997, telling original and traditional 
stories from around the world. She 
combines her passion for storytel-
ling with her delight in teaching stu-
dents and their teachers to tell sto-
ries. It's an awesome combination! 
Her work includes taking students 
from page to stage in residencies 
and as the sponsor of student sto-
rytelling clubs. Sue is currently the 
Storyteller-in-Residence at Robert 
Clow Elementary School in Naper-
ville, IL. Listeners of all ages are 
captivated by Sue's enthusiastic storytelling. Don't be surprised if you 
want to move, chant, sing, think, imagine and dream. 
 
Hot off the press!! Sue's work with student storytellers has been in-
cluded in two just-released books. In Children Tell Stories, Teaching 
and Using Storytelling in  the Classroom, by Martha Hamilton and Mitch 
Weiss, Sue's work with student storytelling clubs is prominently cited 
and the authors feature a story written by Sue about one young story-
teller's experience. National Storytelling Press has released Telling Sto-
ries to Children, and Sue's article on storytelling and the state learning 
standards is included. 
 
Sue says: "Life's an incredible journey! Hold hands with a friend along 
the way. Sing. Dance. Tell stories. They show us where we've been and 
the unlimited possibilities of where we can go." 

http://www.storytelling.org/Black/ 
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Jim May 
9:15-3:35  

& 7:00 P.M. 
Jim  is a storyteller who speaks in 
the natural, matter-of-fact style of 
the fathers, horse traders, and 
small-town raconteurs who popu-
lated rural McHenry County, Illi-
nois where his family has lived 
since the 1840's. 

He offers stories from traditional 
sources. These folk tales, myths, 
legends and ghost stories from 
various cultures worldwide have 
the humor and wisdom of the 
great tales that have been pre-
served in every culture and 
handed down orally from one 
generation to the next. 

Jim May's stories have taken him across the United States and 
Europe. He has told at schools, corporations, professional groups, 
and festivals across the land. Chicagoans know him from his ap-
pearances on WGN's Roy Leonard Show and from the Studs Terkel 
radio show on WFMT-FM. He received a 1989 Chicago Emmy 
award for a WTTW-Channel 11 production of his original story, "A 
Bell For Shorty." 

In addition to telling stories he offers workshops for professional 
groups and people of all ages on how to tell stories as well as how 
to create original stories from family heritage and personal experi-
ence.     

    http://www.storytelling.org/JimMay/ 
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Elizabeth, a fifth grader, has a fish named Cinnamon. 
She says, “We always have fun in Storytelling Club!” In 
her future, Elizabeth sees herself as a vet or circuit 
Olympic rider since horseback riding is her favorite sport. 
Her best storytelling memory is telling her first story for 
the very first time. 
 
Fifth grade storyteller Alex doesn’t know what he wants 
to be yet but he sure does enjoy being in front of an audi-
ence. His favorite sport is baseball and he enjoys watch-
ing the Simpsons on TV.  
 
Emily is a fourth grade storyteller who wants to be a 
movie or rock star when she grows up. She was in the 
cast of the Neuqua Valley High School musical. Emily 
likes swimming and watching Full House on TV. She 
likes storytelling club because she gets to tell good sto-
ries and have fun at the same time. 
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Third grader Liam says when he grows up that he wants 
to be either an actor or horseback rider. Green Day is his 
favorite musical group. Liam’s best storytelling memory is 
of the time he told Baby Rattlesnake Gets His Rattle. Liam 
likes all of the great exercises and activities practiced in 
storytelling club. 
 
Nick says that the best part of storytelling club is that he 
gets to express his feelings about a story and not just read 
the words. This fifth grader plans on being an airplane pi-
lot when he grows up.  His best storytelling memory is of 
telling his version of Crocodile Man. 
 
Future veterinarian, Kyley, is a third grade storyteller and 
has a dog and two fish. She enjoys listening to people tell 
stories as much as she enjoys telling them.  

11 
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Davide has three dogs named Hogan, Simba, and Taffy. His 
best storytelling memory is telling in front of the first graders. 
In Davide’s future, he sees himself as a USI Insurance busi-
nessman or an NFL superstar quarterback. 
 
An orthopedic surgeon or an emergency room doctor is what 
Madison, this fourth grader, wants to be when she grows up. 
Her favorite storytelling memory is of telling to her sisters’ 
classes. In her spare time, Madison likes to play soccer and 
listen to Jump5. 
 
Fourth grader, Kelly, might be a veterinarian or a singer when 
she grows up. Her favorite season is the springtime because 
of all of the flowers blooming. Kelly enjoys taking a story and 
making it her own. 
 


